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[T 180 & blg it of pertisans opereted In the vielni¥y under the leaders
TBEIp of s man namsd Kurc¥ks. .The number of partisans under his commend amounted

oked towns with suech s force.

[One day & man in militla officer's unlform came

o0 & motorcycle asccumpanied by another man sitting behind him.

this m\iliti‘a‘ or HMVD officer drive to the house where the militis and lgire.
hitel office was. | |this officer reviewed the militise
men end jgirepitell, checked to see if ﬁ wespons were in arder, and if they
had enough ammunition for the giME arig’ #8¥hine guns and encugh hand grensdes,
He even supplied the militismen with ammunitien from e bgg on his motoreycle;

‘and then degerted, urging the militia to be on alert sinte thers wexe many

partisans in the vicinity. The next morning et OLo0 hours Apillinkai was ralded
by the po=-called “army" of Kuro¥ka. The militiemen and istrobiteld Just fled
when they noticed the partis wegeching, Among the partissane who searched
the militiembn's house e

e MOUR. BUro

The partissnp did nothing to the militlamen's wile, only mocking her because

m pretended to be 111 (the partisans laughed, saying that she would heve
¥ered liguar snd sandwiches if militim had come, but when partlsans came

Ig@_méved,‘ 111}, The partigans did not take any weapone, Just samunitien.

, [the partidens took only ammunition, net the weapons,
from the militia post - abparently they had weapons encugh. Besides ammu.
nition, the partisans also took all feod evatilable at the house and &t other
hbuses, but did not -teke grain, cattle, pigs, or hens. The militiaman's
famlly remsined without Food,  expept “thet they still bad scme p!a:b,y, one Cow,
and a pig. The partisans departed after gbout one or two hours, aking their
1lopt aleng in horse carts. The prrtisa.ns had & strongheld in a swemp about
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eight km from Apilinksi|
the partisans bed-already aben
nd surrginded by a swemp with only one .sceead to the island,

stronghold with 50 T 8z lmed with heavy casusltles aud without
success. | it would heve been.suffieient to have about

twenty men with machize guns to keep imveders off the sccess to thelr strong-

hold, heving only Few giards around the canp on other sides of the iszland.

Soviet army and MYD units attecked this

25X1

[tn wioter whg/se[ |
donefl the plaze ; There

5 8 Purmbouse QU 80

25X1

The partisans grew quite bold in winter 1948/49 &ad attacked not only Apilinkail

put also thE nearby town of Jeremibkl, In Jeremi¥ki there was & large MVD

.. imit-with & Seviet major in command. ke partisens had shot all the "MVD men

they caught and destroyed thelr homes, but this mejor was never molested, and

+ he had Jjained the partisans. This major never was caught |

[here were meny partisan supporiers among the

.. after severnl attacks the Soviets grew spugpicious. Then this major Zisappesred
Cwith the partisans during the leet-¥4id early in 1949, and 1t berame apparent

25X1

- populetien. Among the peruimsans there were, besides the local pegple, Tatviens,

Russians, Ukraiciane,and others. Eveqtmlly‘ 1t beeame diffieult Ffor peutral

people to keep ocut of this Fewl betwden partisans and the milisie, iptreblteld,

end army, because cach slde dcmanded assistance .and persecuted people even

for sympethy for the other side. Ome slther had %o hate the militla and lstrge

Ritell and Join the partisans, or hate tae partisans and help the militis end
‘ 314, and once one started to belp ane pide onme waz . out of neutrality.

Ium £4] 1050 it wes & veal wkr, aud only In 1950 did it celw down & 1ittle,
' the mamesr of partisans did not deereame, bub incressed due
+t@ the deportaticns; muny persons who feared deportstion Joined the partisaus.:

| theugh the ectivities of pertisans ceased 1n this
vicinity, the resistance might be enly hidden and the ‘active partisans re

treated into reglous with bigger woods. The countersactions were also severe,

and 1949 was the climmx of the fighting. When & partlesn or partisan supporter

‘was caught he was tortured to lesrn the niding=places of the pertisans or the

uemes of the supporters,| young man,whose father fled to
Germany, whoe remained in Lithuania. This uoy bad Joined the partisans and

wap paught by the militis, He wae compelled to betray him comrades snd then

was relesped and lived in Apilinksi, but ke wes found shot by partisans in
his home later, The salesman of the locel cooperative was srrested because
" during & battle beitween four partlsans gnd several militiamen two partisans
were killed and on the vodles were found siggreties of the Krasnaya Zvezdd

brand, end it wes generally known that this brand of clgarsttes wes avallable

only in the cooperative shop at Apilinkmi., ‘he salessun Was tried and sent

- to Siveris, and his family wes deported later; his older son epraped and
- disappesred——he obviouely Jolned the partisans. i

Problems WiLE GUEer people|
1d s ving beer shob by Partisans 8% Ghe Lriige oL Fe. r‘dx__ﬁm_l1 BE,
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[mIlitTemen discussed LOS ParTIBAD

25X1

[The Soviets ususlly gob Grunk nd talked Quite Ireery|

1 25x1

| Two Russlian
officers were srrested bedguse of maving disclesed secret while drinikes

ing | These otficers were gaid to

|  25x1

rhn_mummed To Beven VEeADrS' rorced LRboL
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By Easter 1949 Kuro¥ks was shot because he became too hold: twelve partisans,
wmeng them Kurofka, his wife, and ancther wommn came o & village near Apilinksd
to pelebrate Raster and drark there quite openly umtil early in the marning.
. _Porces were slerted and about twenty-five igtrebiteld and militis
surrounded Kurc¥ks and his companions. The latrehitell lost seven men, but
Kuré¥ka apd seven other partissns were shot dead. Pwo of the partisafis were
feken alive pince they weérg too drunk to resist, and the two women raiged
heir hards to surrender, but when the militis approached and stopped shooting
gne of the women rkn sway. A militia lieutenant remained with the other woman,
d the rest follpWwed the rumning wemhr in order to get her alive. When the
omfin remeined alohe with the lieutenant; he allewed her %o lower her hands,
#nd at this moment, she skhot tme 1lleutenant and escgped beceause the other militla-
§on were too far séay. later the rest of the militiamen returned without having
ghught the other women, Among the two partigens found desd wes a man from
Sadava | ~ ] werker allegedly loyal to the Soviet regime.
After Xurofks wap shot, nis partisen unlt digsolved and operated oply in smell
groups, They also mbardoned the stronghold in the swenp near Apilinksl; so
that in wimter 1949/50 firewood was made there, The farmer-inhabitants of
this farm were deported despite the fact that they claimed to have had no.
opportunity to resigt the partisens or contact militia forces.

In summer 1950 partisans shot frem ambush two Russlens who were going with the
community chairmen of Apilinkal end the deputy chairman to the peighboring village.
One of the Russiang wag on & bileyele, and the three, others lu & horsestart, The
herse wes shot but the twe Lithuanlans were not even wounded, The ghairmen

went sgain to the game village the pekt day, and people rumored that he wab &
friend of the partisans, The chairman steted that he was Jjust not & coward

and had been lucky, bub the Tumor remhined that he was & clandestine partisan
supporter. Shortly befere the repatristion four partisans were rounded up

sbout four kilemeters From Apilinkal. They bad besn followed by the ldtrebitell
for a long pericd of time in order to find their supporters and their hiding-
plece.  The pertisans had been working lu the village nearby pretending to e
mi‘ault.urul werkers; but,when they noticed thet about twentysfife istrebiteld
were surronmding the village, they fled. In a uearby grove they stopped,
myparently noticing the intentlen of the pursuers to follow them to thelr hidings
place, and fought wntil all four were killed in astim. The Astrepitell lost
geven dead, .

A militismen without rark received L5D rubles per month, plus uniform., he
wniforn wes blue, and the cap was without the red rin of the MVD. With the
Jacket,militiamer. wore breeches and red epanlettes, There was & wmilitis
lieutensrt in Apilinkai who seemed to be the chief of the militis poet there,
to which post belomged twentysTive igtrebiteld. There was one offiee for both
wilitia and cbiteli, and all offielsl buslnese whas performed in the fammon.
office, Taizebitell were young boys from Apilinkel who lived at thelr homes *
snd were ¢alled together in emergenciks by the militis lleutenant. Until 1950Q;
‘ had no wmiform, but in 1950 they received the gray wniform of the
MVD field farges, only with the differenge that istrebitel] 4id not wear
epaulettes, This uniform was available for purchsse on the market and cost

700 iblér for Jacket and breeches, Istrebiteld received S5 tubles per mpmth,

i.e., more than a militiaman, The Lithmnian‘pepmfian c&lled the istrebiteld

gimply strebuks, but it wes forbidden officially singe 1t seunded insulibing.
EE__ Bnd istrebiteli were usumlly armed with ten+ghot Bemi=automatic

rifleswhich fired separate shots oF could ewiteh over to autamtlc fire Iike

a mmohine. gun, Besides these feénsshot rifles, severkl igtrebitell also had

submichine gung of Soviet meke with about geventy shots in the magezine, "The

partigens spparently hud the sawe kind of weapons, plnee they did net take any

arme with them when they taided Apilinkal in fall 1pk8, but took only smmu.

nition. Apilinkai wes Far from railrésd cornections; tlie nearest railreed
statlien wap Redvililikis, about thirty km sway, and there was no bus to
Apilinkel, M{litis and istrebitell in Apllinkal had a truck for transportgtlon.
There Weg no telephone st the heme of the militisman, bubt probably there WES On®

SECRET

e’

Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001600920008-5



25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001600920008-5 : 25X1

SH:

ki

in this office,. Remifes militis and igtrebifeli there was another categary
of persons in pomsession of firearms, the foresters. They usually bhad hunting
guns, but abaut 1950 there weke so many wolves In the vicinity that the ’
foresters were ipsued arfly earbines te Tight wolves. A foregter bad been
found killed snd esten by wolver, his hunting gwrbeside the remhins with
both varrels fired; spparéntly he bhad hed ne tims o reload.

Seversl Lithuanians from this vieinlty had fled to Germany.

| There hamd been many

deportations smorg the Lithuarisn population, and former big farmers were the
first tor be deported. In 1O%9 ard 1958 there were still arrests and deportations
because of partisen activities: persons puspected of being partisen supporters
Wepe mrrested and deported, Fractieally €11 the populmtiorn was split into

two parties, pro-Communist and anti-Communist.The feud between partibans and
loyalists was so atrong that it was practically imposeible teo stay neutral, and
whoever was not active sgeinst partisans was lmmediately suspected of belng a
purtisan supporter. It was generally known that the mmber of partissns In-
ereaged with every deportation, despite the actions ageinst partisens and meny
esgprlties among them in 193&9/ 5¢. Desplte the deportations, the population in
Apillinkai and surroundings remsined entirely Lithuanian except for the Soviet
militiamen, army, ani officials. | | 25X1

|orily tn the kolkher of Apilinkal was there a Russisn man who

had remained in Lithuenis sfter his military serviece, hecmuse he wis married

to & Lithuspién wemsn. Uhis men wes appointed chalrmen of the kollhoz, bub

wag shot by pertisaus 1in 1950, wrd a Iithusnian Comunist became chalrmeh..

In such offices ther¢ were ‘only persons known to be pro-Comrmnist; and 1t was 25X1
not required for a EMlEhoz chajrman to be famillsr wath the agricultursl wide

of the enterprise; it wes sufflcient if the chelrman was loyal. The ilgtgebitell
forces could no% enlist persons whom the Boviets did not trust completely] |

| Bommentz The information in this report was probably tr‘uel | 25X1
[ |however, circumstances may have altered the situation
since 1901,
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